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The Cast:

KIDS 

ADULTS

 Bedsheets  Bathrobes 

OLDER BETH...................Christina Clark
FATHER...............................James Earles
MOTHER............................Jenn Piroth
MRS. ARMSTRON.........Faith Larson
MRS. SLOCUM.................Christine Hamill
MRS. MCCARTHY..........Anita Harrower
MRS. CLARK.....................Amanda Legge (Bathrobes Cast); Roberta Pepper (Bedsheets Cast) 
MRS. CLAUSING.............Jo Schendel (Bathrobes Cast); Jessica Whitmire (Bedsheets Cast)

BETH BRADLEY............................Sara Crane 
CHARLIE BRADLEY.....................Jordan Quigley 
RALPH HERDMAN......................Will James. 
IMOGENE HERDMAN................Evie Sneckenberger 
LEROY HERDMAN.......................Ephraim James. 
CLAUDE HERDMAN...................Benjamin Pipes. 
OLLIE HERDMAN.........................Jack Wellman 
GLADYS HERDMAN....................Penny James 
ALICE WENDLEKEN....................Katherine Pipes. 
MAXINE............................................Ash Himrod 
ELMER HOPKINS.........................Henry James 
HOBIE...............................................Bentley Scoggins 
DAVID...............................................Wesley James
BEVERLY..........................................Aubrey Legge 
 SHIRLEY...........................................Eliot Verporter 
JUANITA..........................................Claire Hammond 
DORIS...............................................Brynn Domsic 

Haley Butler
Charlestyn Johnson 
Max Truett
Ellery Hamill
Dalton Williams 
Eli Pepper 
Thomas Harvey 
Finley Aune
Lydia Wagner 
Piper Elliott 
Weston Whitmire
Logan Chubb 
Keegan White 
Natalie Haney
Lily Sentell
Jeeter Aragon 
Averie Wilson

Our production of The Best Christmas Pageant Ever will use various ministers from
the community to play the role of Reverend Hopkins. The minister’s name�and
affiliations will be announced before each performance. We hope that this will add
an air of fun and a sense of community to our presentation.

School Performances
Dec. 14 & 16

School Performances
Dec. 13 & 15



This play has very special memories for me. I first directed a production during the 
Christmas season of 1999. My wife and I had been living in Japan teaching English when 
she became “great with child.” At first, we thought we’d stay in Japan to have the baby, 
but we both felt a need to be near family for the birth. So we prepared to leave Japan, not 
by donkey, but by jet. I knew that being without a job with a new baby was not a great idea, 
so I sent messages to friends in California where we’d be having the baby, to see if anyone 
had temporary work for me. I got a message from my friend and mentor (which 
is a sort of wise man) in Pleasanton, California that he needed someone to direct two 
productions during the Fall, one of which was The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. I 
gratefully accepted the offer. 

At the same time, I sent resumes to various theatres around the U.S., hoping to find more 
permanent employment for after the baby was born. I was careful to tell each prospective 
employer that I wouldn’t be available until after the first of the year, as I had a baby on the 
way. We arrived at my parents’ home in California (instead of Bethlehem), and found 
there was, unlike Mary and Joseph, a small room waiting for us in that inn of sorts. A 
message awaited us on the answering machine. Rodney Van Valkenburg, from the 
Chattanooga Theatre Centre wanted to talk to me about a position at the theatre (he’s not 
the angel of the lord, but a great guy). He seemed to like something about me, because he 
asked me to come to Chattanooga for an interview. By the end it, I was offered the job of 
Director of Education.

In the meantime, I was directing. The people in Pleasanton knew I had a baby on the way, 
and we had made all possible plans in case the baby came before we opened the show on 
December 3rd. It looked like the kid would wait, but just after midnight on December 3, 
1999, Alexander Tuttle made his debut. Since the actual opening was that evening, and 
my wife wanted some peace and quiet, I was able to creep away from the hospital (not a 
stable) and make the opening of the show. No one saw me come in a few minutes before 
curtain and I stood at the back of the house, watching the play unfold like any other 
audience member, but with one twist: I understood better than ever the magic of the story 
of the baby in the manger.

May you also be touched by this story of how a few children, thought irredeemable, are
redeemed by the greatest story of redemption. A merry Christmas to you all.

Chuck Tuttle

Director's Notes



 The Fattest Bear in the Fir s t G r a d e . New York: Random House, 1969.

Across from Indian Shore. New York: Lothrop, Lee and Shepard, 1962.

Trace Through the Forest. New York: Lothrop, Lee and Shepard, 1965.

Temporary Times, Tempor. a r y P l a c e . New York: Harper and Row,

1982. The Best Halloween Ever.New York: Joanna Cotler Books, 2004.

About the Author

Barbara Robinson
Born Barbara Webb in Portsmouth Ohio, October 24, 1927, Barbara Robinson started 
writing stories in the fourth grade. Her father died when she was three years old and she
was then raised by her mother, a school teacher for 49 years in Portsmouth. Robinson 
attributes her success to her mother instilling a love of books in her. At an early age, she
was an avid reader.

She received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Allegheny College in 1948. She worked as a
librarian in Sewickley, Pennsylvania before marrying John Robinson in 1949. She wrote
short stories for several magazines and tried her hand at poetry and plays. She wrote her
first children’s book, Across an Indian Shore in 1962.

Barbara Robinson was made a Broadloaf Fellow in 1962, received the Georgia Children’s Book Award in 1976,
and the Young Hoosier Book award in 1978. She has two daughters and two grandchildren and lived the later
part of her life in Berwyn, Pennsylvania. She died July 9, 2013. 

Since I’m one of those writers whose story ideas spring more from people than from plot, I sp
of time with my characters, so they tend to be people I like to spend time with - even the wild
woolly Herdmans, who inhabit two of my books, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever and The Be
Year Ever.

Selected works of
Barbara Robinson

Sources:
“Barbara Robinson’s Web Page.” America Writes for Kids. nd.
Palmer, Jen. “Robinson, Barbara Webb.” The Pennsylvania Center for the Book. 2001.

Her best known work, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, was written in 1972. In 1982, she adapted her book into
a play which was first performed at Seattle Children’s Theatre in 1982. A television version of the story was 
produced in 1988.
Of her work, Mrs. Robinson says:



Further Discussion

Redemption

Beth & Imogene

Christmas Memories

Why is Christmas often a time we remember?
Why does Beth remember this Christmas
Pageant? What memories do you have of a past
Christmas?

Who do you think are the bullies in this story? 
How does the Christmas pageant change the Herdmans? 
How does the Herdman's involvement in the Christmas Pageant change the ? 

Why does Imogene want to play Mary or even be in the Christmas pageant?
What is it about the Herdmans in the Christmas pageant that makes it so memorable to
Beth? How does the Christmas Pageant change Imogene? 

The story seems to revolve around the two characters of Beth and Imogene. Beth, as the teller of the tale must
have been profoundly influenced by the events. Imogene, more than the other Herdmans, seems captivated
by the pageant and playing the character of Mary. These girls are the same age, yet come from very different
backgrounds.

In our production the story is told by an older version of Beth Bradley, looking back on her childhood. Many Christmas 

stories�are�told�as�memories�from�our�past�(A Child’s Christmas in Wales, A Christmas Story, A Christma
Memory has a way of focusing in on the most important parts of our lives. Plays do the same thing.

Stopbullying.gov defines bullying as: Aggressive or unwanted behavior that involves a real or perceived power
imbalance, and that is or has the potential of being repeated. 

By this definition, and what we are told in the story, the Herdman’s are bullies. They intimidate and threaten their
classmates and steal their lunch. However, if we look at how the community treats the Herdman's as they try to get
involved in the Christmas pageant, they try to shun them, talk badly about them behind their backs, and prevent
others from joining because of their involvement, we see that the Herdman's are also being bullied by the
community. Every good Christmas story from Ebeneezer Scrooge to the Grinch is about the redemption of
someone from bully to good guy, and in this case, an entire community. We seem to have a need for these
characters to change. Perhaps it’s because we all carry a bit of a bully inside of ourselves and by watching their
transformation, we are transformed ourselves. Redemption is what Christmas is all about and we diminish
ourselves if we don’t believe that every person deserves a chance to be redeemed.

Questions:

Questions:

Questions: 

community



Here are some words used in the play that may be new to your students. Have them

look them up. Bureau�-�Imogene: “We put Gladys in the bureau drawer.”
Bazaar - Mother: “...she runs the potluck, she’s chairman of the bazaar..."
Colic�-�Alice: “I don’t think it’s very nice to burp the baby Jesus, as if he had colic.”

Decree�-�Maxine: “...a decree went out that all the world should be taxed.” 

Pageant�-�Mother: “This is going to be the best Christmas pageant ever.”

Refugee�-�Beth: “They look like refugees or something.”

Revenge�-�Gladys:�“I’d call it...Revenge at Bethlehem.”

Traction�-�Charlie: “I thought Mrs. Armstrong was in traction?”

Welfare-�Imogene: "What kind of a present is oil? We get better presents from the

welfare!"

Words to Think About

This Season The Chattanooga Theatre Centre
We have public and school performances of great 

literature. Call our box office
for advanced reservations

423-267-8534

Bambi 
March 17- 
26, 2023

Miss Nelson 
is Missing!

May 12-21, 2023



The Chattanooga Theatre Centre Staff

Executive Director...... 
Box Office Manager.... 
Office Manager.............
Education Director.....

..Rodney Van Vaulkenburg 

.Kitty Murakami 

...Jeff Hill

.Chuck Tuttle

Director of Productions...............Scott Dunlap 
Technical Director........................ William Spratt
Costumer Shop Manager.............Cris King
Scene Shop Manager.......................Jason Dupee
Volunteer Coordinator..................Becki Jordan 

Thank you for taking the time to fill 
out this form.

We could use your feedback. Below is a link to a short 
survey of our play.

 https://forms.gle/R1dkTiuzYnqfLkno9 

Production Team:
Scenic Design- William Spratt Costume 
Design- Kyle Bailey
Property Design- Annie Collins
Lighting Design- Maegan Whitlock 

Stage Manager- Lee Larson 
Assistant Stage Manager/Deck Manager- Lily Obal

Lights & Sound- Will Whitmire
Running Crew-   Suzie Roberts

Nikki Schendel
Tate Mink 

Stage Crew:

https://forms.gle/R1dkTiuzYnqfLkno9
https://forms.gle/R1dkTiuzYnqfLkno9

