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In 1983, Barnett & Company began its legacy by offering 
investment advice to help manage an ever-changing market. We 
feel it is beneficial to bridge the gap with an all-encompassing firm 
that offers professional consultations, personalized investment 
management, and comprehensive financial planning. Contact us 
for your complimentary no-obligation consultation. 
 
Barnett & Company applauds the Chattanooga Theatre Centre for 
their continued dedication to the arts. 
 

Barnett & Company proudly supports the Chattanooga Theatre 
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Since 1923

The Chattanooga Theatre Centre 
presents

JAMES BALDWIN’S

THE AMEN CORNER

Musical Direction
TRENT WILLIAMS

Cover photography by Brad Cansler  |  Special thanks to Westside Baptist Church

Stage Direction
RICARDO C. MORRIS

Properties Master & Scenic Painter
TARA McDOUGAL

Production Stage Managers
 BRIDGETT BRYANT and DENISE WILBORN

ACT ONE
A Sunday morning in Harlem

ACT TWO
The following Saturday afternoon

THE AMEN CORNER will be performed in two acts 
with one 15-minute intermission.

ACT THREE
The next morning

Costume Design
TINITA COULTER

Lighting Design
JULIUS JANMICHAEL JOHNSON

Scene Design
TOM HANSEN

SETTING





Margaret Alexander (pastor of the church)................. MARSHA MILLS

Odessa (Margaret’s older sister) ................................. LaKEYSHA NOLAN

Sister Moore (church elder) ........................................ PATRICIA PRUETT-STARKS

Sister Boxer (church elder) .......................................... TEARA KING

Brother Boxer (church elder) ...................................... TRAVIS JOHNSON

David (Margaret’s 18 year-old son) ............................ JEREMIAH TAYLOR

Luke (Margaret’s husband) ......................................... CARLOS ALVALREZ DAVIS

Members of the Congregation:

Sister Sally ................................................................... CEL REID

Sister Rice .................................................................... CHARDE TERRY

Brother Davis .............................................................. RODERICK K. KING

Brother Washington .................................................... BRANDON HINES

Woman ........................................................................ CORTNEY C. WARNER

Ida Jackson .................................................................. LaSHONDA BRYANT

Congregation ............................................................... JESSICA DESMOND-BENNETT

      SHERRI WINSTON

      JOCLYN FOSTER

      NATHALIE ALCIME

Children ....................................................................... ANIYA NICCOLE BRYANT, 4

      NEHEMIAH M. BRYANT, 9

      JACOBI CARTER, 12

      NADIA MERRELL, 2

      JADA MILLS, 15

      KENNEDI MORTON, 5

THE CAST 
 

(in order of appearance)



NATHALIE ALCIME (Congregation Member) is a proud alumnus from 
Nyack College, graduating with a Vocal Performance degree in 2015, 
and has forty credits towards an M.A. in Vocal Performance from Lee 
University. She has had the privilege to record on several gospel albums 
in English and Kreole (Haitian) as a background and/or featured vocalist. 
She is a versatile artist in various genres such as classical/opera, gospel, 

and Christian-contemporary music. This is her CTC debut. She is originally from Spring 
Valley, NY but currently resides in Cleveland, TN.

JESSICA DESMOND-BENNETT (Congregation Member) is a native of 
Chattanooga, a graduate of Kirkman Technical High School, studied 
nursing at Chattanooga State Community College, and worked as a nurse 
for 20 years. She later received a B.S. in Business from the University of 
Phoenix, became an author and owner of JDB Publishing (as well as a 
not-for-profit administrator for over 18 years), and is currently working 

toward a Master’s in Public Administration at Capella University. Jessica is a wife and 
mother of 2 teenagers, and considers herself a Spreader of God’s Love and Light. “This is 
the start of the reinventing of ME!”

LaSHONDA BRYANT (Ida Jackson), a Chattanooga native, was a musical  
theater major at CCA. In addition to a love of the performance theater, 
she is a published author and credits her love of the arts to her parents, 
William and Ianthe Bryant. This performance is dedicated to her family 
and all who love to believe in second chances. 

CARLOS ALVALREZ DAVIS (Luke) was born and raised in Chattanoo-
ga, graduated from Brainerd High School, then earned a B.A. in Mass 
Communications/Radio & Television Production from Tennessee State 
University in Nashville. Stage credits include Out of Chattanooga - The 
Bessie Smith Story and Sorry, Wrong Number. Carlos recently played Jim 
Bono is CTC’s Fences. He relocated to Chattanooga in 2011 and enjoys 

outdoor activities, sports, traveling, and music, and works at the New Covenant Fellow-
ship Church, where he is also a member. He has been married to Mrs. Crystal Davis and 
has two children, Britanee and Christopher Foy. “I can accept Trying and Failing, but I 
cannot accept Failing to Try.”

JOCLYN FOSTER (Congregation Member) was raised in Athens, TN, 
learned modelling and tap dance at an early age, and played in Bye Bye 
Birdie while in high school. Though she is making her CTC debut, she has 
participated in numerous church plays. Joclyn is very excited and hopes 
this will not be her last. 

BRANDON HINES (Brother Washington) is a native of Chattanooga, 
attended CCA where he was in the band and show choir. He later 
attended MTSU and received his B.A. in Entrepreneurship with a minor 
in Business Administration. While in Murfreesboro, he developed a 
passion for working with kids and became a Site Director for the YMCA 
Before and After School Program. Later he continued working with 

young people at Ringgold Middle School and the North Georgia YMCA. He currently 

MEET THE CAST 



MEET THE CAST works at Chattanooga State as a Success Coach. This is Brandon’s CTC debut.

TRAVIS JOHNSON (Brother Boxer) is a California native, raised in Mem-
phis, and a dedicated father of two (who are his biggest fans and the 
reason his heart beats). His theatrical credits include I Remember Mama, 
Hope in the Ghetto, Pray Until Something Happens, The First Lady, The 
Color Purple, Christmas Thieves, Bright Star, and Don’t Suffer in Silence. 
Vocally multi-talented, while in a production of Sleepy Hollow, rather 

than use special effects, the director enlisted Travis to provide all of the sound effects 
himself. 
 

RODERICK K. KING (Brother Davis) is a Chattanooga native, born to Cynthia 
and Ronald King, and studied at the Howard School of Academics and Tech-
nology. An Army Veteran, Roderick came to performing through modeling 
for both Ms. Beverly Maldin of New Image Teen Revue and Sir Bennie Miles 
of New York. He would later go on to study theatre at Central Texas College. 
After returning home to Chattanooga in 2017, he collaborated with other lo-

cal businesses, organizations, and groups to expose the youth to the arts. In 2018, he started 
TSC Dynasty, which provides creative opportunities for youth and adults. He looks forward to 
growing and leaning more alongside members of the great CTC community. 

TEARA KING EVANS (Sister Boxer) was born and raised in Chattanooga 
where she attended Brainerd High School. Her love for singing started 
by being raised in the Pentecostal church. She later pursued a degree 
in broadcasting and journalism at Chattanooga State. Teara worked as a 
radio dj and a camera operator at TBN. She recently fell in love with 
acting after coming to several shows at CTC. She is the mother of five 

beautiful children and the grandmother of five beautiful grandchildren and is married 
to her wonderful husband Robert Evans Sr. She credits all of her success in life to her 
praying mother Eara King and her big brother Captain Larry King Jr. and her Pastor 
Rozario Slack and Dr. Angela Slack and her Temple of Faith Family! This is her first show 
at CTC, and she is very excited to be a part of a great cast and director Ricardo “Ric” 
Morris.

MARSHA MILLS (Pastor Margaret Alexander) is a Chattanooga native and 
“The Poetic Diva” because of her poetic style of mixing poetic verse with 
a lyrical hook. She is also President of Rhyme n’ Chatt Interactive Poetry 
Organization. Her acting debut came with Wellington Jenkins Wedding 
directed by Brandalyn Shropshire, and she has also performed with The 
Voices of the Creative Underground. Marsha has served as part of the 

music ministries at Rock Island Baptist Church and Hickory Valley Christian Church, and 
she is excited about being part of this production and sharing the stage with these amaz-
ing and talented individuals.

LaKEYSHA NOLAN (Odessa) is a native of Chattanooga, and the eldest 
daughter of Vincent and Ellwanda White, Sr. and the late Glen A. Green. 
She is a loving mother of her “two guardian angels,” James and Janaira 
Nolan, as well as a proud member of the Mt. Canaan Baptist Church. 
LaKeysha currently serves as lead of The Village Church performing 
arts department where she began as the props technician and graphic 

makeup artist. Owner of Ruby-Phoenix Entertainment, LaKeysha made her acting debut 
in 2010, and is presently making her CTC debut!



TAKE A STEP TOWARD 
FINANCIAL CONFIDENCE.

SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC. ©2016 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust is a federally 
registered service mark of SunTrust Banks, Inc. onUp is a service mark of SunTrust Banks, Inc.

Join the movement at onUp.com

CEL REID (Sister Sally) is a mother of two ladies, one of three sis-
ters, and a native of Chattanooga. She is a member of the Greater 
Community Church of Chattanooga under the leadership of Pastor J. 
Anthony, and previously lived in Knoxville for 23 years where she was 
a member of Good Samaritan Center of Hope under the leadership 
of Pastors Ralph and Cynthia Russell. Though she is making her CTC 

debut, she has many theatre credits in Knoxville as well as the Cumberland County 
Playhouse. 

PATRICIA PRUETT-STARKS (Sister Moore) was born and raised in Chat-
tanooga and retired in 2005 after having worked for over 35 years in 
the Third Judicial Circuit Court in Detroit. She has always loved singing 
and acting, and her credits include Pray Until Something Happens, The 
Battle Ain’t Over, A Mother’s Prayer (Alvin Moore Productions), The 
Battle Ain’t Over (The Voters Empowerment Team), A Mother’s Prayer 

(Alvin Moore Productions), and Joplin’s Treemonisha (at UTC). She currently sings with 
the Chattanooga Choral Society, is a member of New Covenant Fellowship Church, and is 
very active with her Howard Class of ‘66 classmates. A proud mother of two children and 
six grandchildren, Patricia enjoys volunteering and reading. “I thank God for this great 
opportunity for such a time as this in my life. Amen!” Philippians 4:13. 

JEREMIAH TAYLOR (David Alexander) is a native of Chattanooga and a 
senior at CSAS where he plays basketball and football, joined the honors 
society, and participates in the Audio and Visual Club. He is a member 
of the Kappa Leadership League of Chattanooga, National Achievers 
Society, Chattanooga Ambassadors Program, and Chairman of the Su-
perintendent’s Student Advisory Council of Hamilton County. After high 

school he plans to major in mathematics with a minor in music or business analytics. Just 



like his David, he has been a pastor’s kid all his life, and is one of the musicians at the 
church he attends. He has been playing piano and organ since the age of nine and plans 
to continue to develop his gift. 

CHARDE TERRY (Sister Rice) was born and raised in Memphis where 
she excelled in academics, singing, and dance. She has sung in choirs in 
school and church, and played Sharpe in High School Musical her senior 
year. Moving to Chattanooga in 2009 (on vocal and academic scholarship 
at UTC), Charde traveled to Europe with the UTC Chamber Singers, and 
performed with the band as an Elite Dancer. She is Minister of Music at 

Greater Community Church, owns Charming Eats catering and meal prep service, and 
is the Logistics Planner with Thyssenkrupp Automotives. Charde dedicates this perfor-
mance to her biggest supporter, Charbea Weston, her dear mother! 
 

CORTNEY C. WARNER (Woman) was born and raised in Detroit and 
made her stage debut in The Wiz when she was ten. Though she is mak-
ing her CTC debut, she looks forward to more opportunities to recharge 
her love for the performing arts. Cortney earned her B.S. in Mass Media 
from Missouri State University, as well as her M. Ed. Secondary Educa-
tion from UTC. When she isn’t singing or working with children, Cortney 

can be found working at her craft table or behind a sewing machine making something 
for her family and friends.

DENISE WILBORN (Stage Manager) is delighted to be joining the CTC 
family! Denise has been on stage since the age of ten, in church, school, 
and concerts. She took theatre classes throughout high school and was 
the “Drama 2” Class President. Credits include Beneath Younger in A 
Raisin in the Sun, and, for three years, she has had roles in Sonrise Resur-
rection Pageant at SAU in Collegedale.

     
SHERRI WINSTON (Congregation Member) is the host and creator of 
Moment with Michele Talk Show.  She is Co-founder of J-Wins Produc-
tions and S.K.I.R.T.S (sister’s keeping it real tight spiritually), an organi-
zation designed to empower and provide strategies and tools to help 
women. They combine the Word of God with testimonies along with the 
power of the creative arts with plays, skits, dancing, and singing to help 

bring healing to our community. She is a native of Chattanooga and graduate of Howard 
High School. In 2005 she received her Evangelist/Missionary license from the Church 
of God in Christ. She is the former Assistant Pastor of Greater Community Church of 
Chattanooga were she served faithfully for 10 years. Michele was blessed to be ordained 
in 2017 by Evidence Ministries International in Atlanta, GA. God has given her a powerful 
gift of prayer and exhortation. She’s an anointed Teacher, Preacher, Motivational Speak-
er, and Singer.

Advertise in the playbill! 
  Reach thousands of patrons and support the theatre.
   Call 423.267.8538 ext. 309 or email julie@theatrecentre.com.



MEET THE CREATIVE TEAM
TINITA COULTER (Amen Corner Costume Designer) was raised in Chatta-
nooga and brought up admiring sewing through watching her mother. By 
high school she began modeling for Teen Revue. She later pursued her 
degree in Family and Consumer Science with a concentration in Design. 
While earning her degree, she interned at the CTC in the costume shop 
under the direction of Scott Dunlap. Since then, she has been volunteer-

ing as a seamstress in the shop. Serving as an advocate in the plus-size community, with a 
passion for beautifully adorning the woman’s body, Tinita started a custom-made garment 
business called Linka Exclusive Plus Size Fashions. Later, she started a live sewing session 
called Stitchin with Linka, allowing followers to see her stitch together her creations. 
Presently she has taken on the role of costume designer as she looks up to the great Ruth 

JULIUS JANMICHAEL JOHNSON (Amen Corner Lighting Designer) was born in Louisville, 
KY. After learning to play the violin at age 3 his family moved to Tuskegee where his love 
for music continued to grow as did his love for the technical side of theatre production. 
After graduating from the Alabama School of Fine Arts in Lighting Design, Julius has been 
doing technical theater and sound for well over 16 years and recently earned his B.A. 
in Audio Engineering & Recording from The Art Institute. Designing for main stage plays 
like Twelfth Night and Arabian Nights to assisting with independent productions such 
as Speechless: The Musical, he also works regularly with the Chattanooga IATSE Union. 
While being a freelance lighting designer Julius also works as co-owner of Middle Creek 
Studios & Volunteer Pyro in Athens, TN.

RICARDO C. MORRIS (Amen Corner Director/Group Sales & Events 
Manager) is a native of Chattanooga and attended Calvin Donald-
son Elementary School and Alton Park Junior High School. He is a 
1980 graduate of Howard High School. Ric continued his Tiger tra-
dition by attending Tennessee State University where he received 
his B.S. in Speech Communication and Theater. After graduation 
Ric taught theater, English, and dance for eight years at Hixson 
High. In 1994 he left teaching to attend Yale University, where he 

earned an M.F.A. in Arts Administration. While attending Yale, Ric founded the Dwight/
Edgewood Project which worked with disadvantaged youth through play writing. This 
program earned him the honor of being the first School of Drama student to become a 
Yale Presidential Fellow. In addition to his current position at CTC, he is also the owner 
and CEO of Renaissance Consulting and Management (renaissanceconsultingmanage-
ment.com) and the founder of the Chattanooga Festival of Black Arts & Ideas: June-
teenth Commemoration Day. Past positions include Executive Director of the Alabama 
Jazz Hall of Fame in Birmingham where he founded the Taste of 4th Avenue Jazz Festival. 
He also led the Harris Arts Center in Calhoun, GA, where he created The International 
String Band Festival. He later founded the Green Street Arts Center in Middletown, CT, 
and served as its Executive Director for four years. Ric is also credited with founding and 
leading Chattanooga’s CultureFest for three years and the Glenwood Jazz Festival for five 
years. As a theatre artist Ric considers himself a dancer/actor/director and has appeared 
in several productions at CTC, including The Wiz, Hello Dolly, A Chorus Line, The Best 
Little Whorehouse in Texas, The Boys Next Door, Dreamgirls, and The Names of the Dead. 
At CTC he has directed A Streetcar Named Desire, Blues for an Alabama Sky, Bourbon 
at the Border, and August Wilson’s Fences in 1997 and 2019. He has also directed Dinah 
Was… and The Amen Corner at the Carver Theatre in Birmingham. 


